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106 MEDICINE IN THE BEEHIVE STATE

Although Dr. Homer Warner is widely recognized for his con-
tributions in biomedical computing science (now Medical Informa-
tics), his first major accomplishment was establishing the cardiac
catheterization laboratory as well as the computer center at the LDS
Hospital in 1954. While not trained primarily as a clinical car-
diologist, Dr. Warner acquired cardiac catheterization expertise dur-
ing his studies with physiologist Dr. Earl Wood, whose Mayo Clinic
laboratory was world renowned. Warner brought the Wood oximeter
technology to Hecht’s laboratory in 1953 before moving to LDS
Hospital.

Demand for a second and independent catheterization laboratory
at LDS Hospital was dictated by the rapid escalation of adult and
pediatric cardiovascular surgical procedures there owing to a growing
cardiologic and cardio-thoracic surgical staff. Warner was recruited
from Hecht’s staff to satisfy this demand. Drs. Ray Rumel and Preston
Cutler had pioneered surgical developments in the early fifties (PDA
closure, mitral commissurotomy), but procedures and surgeons grew
rapidly in number, making a diagnostic facility a necessity. Drs. Alan
Toronto and Veasy did most of the procedures in the early days.
Application of computer technology to these catheterizations, as well
as physiological studies in animals, led to Warner’s growing recogni-
tion as a computer specialist and biophysiologist par excellence. The
ever-increasing number of qualified “invasive” cardiologists, more
CV-thoracic surgical groups, and the advent of coronary artery bypass
graft surgery resulted in the lab’s being expanded and made accessible
to all appropriately trained staff.

The cardiologic service at LDS Hospital continued to grow rapid-
ly. When echocardiography was emerging as a clinically useful diag-
nostic procedure, Dr. Douglas Ridges (Utah 1964) was recruited from
Stanford to head up the new laboratory. In rather quick succession,
Dr. Marshall moved over from Holy Cross, Dr. Arthur Hagen was
recruited to lead the cardiology section, and in 1982 Dr. Michael
Vincent (Utah 1967), a Hopkins-trained cardiologist from the Univer-
sity staff, was appointed chief of medicine. Dr. Frank Yanowitz, a
former fellow of Dr. Abildskov, was recruited to head a preventive











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































