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Readers of our newsletter are likely to know that Jay Jacobson, founding Chief of the Division of Medical Ethics and
Humanities, retired as of January 1 of this year. Jay led the Division since its inception in 1998 with energy, wisdom,
and creativity that are sorely missed. We are thankful that Jay will be continuing to support our teaching of medical
ethics and medical humanities at the University and at Intermountain Medical Center as his schedule permits.

Changes in organizations offer challenges and opportunities. The initial challenge for the Division was one of leader-
ship and general organization following Jay’s retirement. Due to Jay’s appointment in the Department of Internal
Medicine, the Division was created within Internal Medicine with additional support from Intermountain Health. While
the Division conducts regular teaching activities within the Department, our mission has always been Health Sciences
wide, as well as providing service for LDS Hospital and Primary Children’s Medical Center. Therefore Division faculty
discussed the possibility of a move from Division status to Center status within Health Sciences. We prepared a pro-
posal for the Senior Vice President for Health Sciences to accomplish this transition. The proposal also included fund-
ing for a national effort to recruit a Center Director. While the proposal was met with wide support within Health
Sciences, the economic downturn in the end of 2008 and early 2009 meant that new resources could not be allocated for
the development of medical ethics and the humanities at the present time. However, Dr. Betz made a 3 -year commit-
ment of financial support to the DMEH that will maintain the Division and our current activities. The proposal for a
Center will be revisited in 3 years and consideration given to a national search for a Director at that time. In the interim,
Dr. Jeff Botkin will serve as Chief the DMEH.

A second recent challenge for DMEH has been the loss of Dr. Tess Jones to the University of Colorado Health Science
Center in July of 2009. Tess joined our faculty in 2007 to teach medical humanities in the School of Medicine, the first
scholar to fill such a position at the University. The recruitment of a senior scholar in the medical humanities had been
a long-standing priority for Jay Jacobson and the Division. Tess quickly became recognized as an excellent scholar and
teacher. She was much loved by our medical students for her insightful and entertaining use of literature and film as
vehicles to understand illness and the practice of medicine.

Continued on page 2.

2009 Medical Ethics Best Essay Award

The contest for the Best Medical Ethics Essay written by a student in the Medical Ethics Course
for Senior Medical Students, taught each Spring by the Division of Medical Ethics and Humani-
ties is generously co-sponsored by the Campus Institute for Human Values and Applied Ethics.
This year’s Medical Ethics Prize winners, Anne Bennett, M.D. and Kyle Hobbs, M.D.
addressed particularly creative topics and ideas. Dr. Bennett’s paper, “Reusing Medical Devices | Literature & Medicine
Labeled for Single Use Only, ” used relevant ethical theories and opposing viewpoints to

discuss the ethics of reusing medical devices such as external
skeletal fixators, PTCA balloon catheters, and trochars for Grand Rounds
laparoscopic surgery, weighing the containment of skyrocketing
health care costs and the encouragement of environmental benefits
against concerns about increased risks of harm to patients. Dr. Calendar

Hobbs’ essay, “Medicine vs. Boxing: The Ethics of the Sweet | pivicion Members on
Science,” addressed the ethical complexities of the debate over the Road & in Print
whether or not doctors should participate in boxing as ringside
physicians. Our congratulations to both winners!
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The Division in Transition (Continued from page 1)

Tess had been on the University of Colorado faculty previously and was recruited back to be the Director of a new
medical humanities program at their new Health Science Center. This is a wonderful opportunity for her and her
colleagues wish Tess the very best in her new position. Fortunately, the Department of Internal Medicine will continue
to fund her salary line and we are in the process of conducting a national search to fill this position. Our thanks to Dr.
Hoidal and the Department of Internal Medicine for their strong commitment to this important work.

An exciting development for the Division is the arrival in August of Teneille Brown as a new faculty member in the
College of Law. Ms. Brown joins us from Stanford University where she was a fellow in Stanford Law School and the
Center for Law and the Biosciences. Ms. Brown’s primary focus will be health law and she has a particular interest in
issues related to genetics and health privacy. She will join Dr. Leslie Francis in Leslie’s efforts to expand the health
law program at the University of Utah. Our expectation is that the Division will serve to facilitate a growing set of
collaborations between Health Sciences and the College of Law.

As the Division settles into a new era, we will continue to conduct all of our traditional activities. We will maintain our
monthly seminars in medical ethics for the residents and students in Internal Medicine at the University and VA
hospitals and, with Jay’s support, the Intermountain Medical Center. Jay also is continuing to lead our Literature and
Medicine Program. The Division will be actively involved in the new medical school curriculum to be introduced this
fall and we will have substantial responsibilities for development of the Medical Arts component. The 4th year medical
school course on medical ethics will remain a major responsibility of the Division. Our faculty also will continue to
teach research ethics and ethical and legal issues in genetics for the genetic counseling program.

The Evening Ethics Program is undergoing some transition this year. The Program has a long tradition of fostering
informal discussion of contemporary ethical issues in medicine, usually hosted by a colleague in their home. This fall,
the Division will be hosting or co-hosting a series of evening discussions that will focus on ethical issues in
contemporary research priorities at the University. As an example, the Personalized Medicine Program is a new
initiative in Health Sciences and the USTAR program with a long-term goal of translating an understanding of
individual genetic traits into personalize health care interventions. This emerging area of medicine raises a number of
interesting ethical and legal challenges that we will explore. The Division will be co-sponsoring visiting scholars and
evening discussion groups with the Personalized Medicine Program and the Health Law Program. We also will seek
to collaborate with other research initiatives such as the Brain Institute, the Huntsman Cancer Institute, the Nano
Institute, and other programs to discuss emerging ethical and legal issues in research and application. These events will
continue to be advertised widely and open to all who wish to participate.

We would like to thank the University community for their continued support of the Division of Medical Ethics and
Humanities. Please contact Jeff (Jeffrey.botkin@hsc.utah.edu) if you have any questions or suggestions. Ideas are
welcome from across the University for how the Division can best serve the needs of our academic and health care
community.

PHYSICIANS LITERATURE AND MEDICINE

PROGRAM: A READERSOTHEATER

On Wednesday, August 12, Aden Ross and Jay Jacobson are experimenting with a Physicians Literature and Medicine
session which should be both illuminating and entertaining: live theater. You will not need to read anything ahead of time.
A light dinner will be provided at 6:15pm and discussion will begin at 6:30pm in the LDS Hospital Amicus Board
Room. Using a readers' theater format, participants will perform and discuss two short plays. The first, "Indian Health
Service," is a play Aden wrote a few years ago which was published and produced in several settings, including one for
University of Utah medical students. Jay will portray an Anglo doctor his own age, and Aden will play a Ute woman elder
who is very ill. The second play, "Imelda," is a short story by Richard Selzer adapted to readers' theater. For this piece,
Aden will ask for volunteers to read the roles and will distribute scripts at the time. Partners and guests are

welcome.
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EVENING ETHICS DISCUSSION

AnDirect to Consumer Genetic Test.i

Sponsored by the Division of Medical Ethics and the Humanities and the Intermountain Clinical Genetics Institute

Please join us:

Tuesday, Auvugust 11, 200289, The

5:30-7:00pm

Direct to consumer genetic testing is now available through several commercial
companies including 23 and Me and Navigenics. 23 and Me offers testing for 116 diseases and TR traits.
Customers also can explore their “ancestral path” with results from the $399 at home kit. Navigenics offers a $999 kit
targeting 28 diseases. They state, “We use the latest science and technology to give you a view into your DNA,
revealing your genetic predisposition for important health conditions and empowering you with knowledge to help you

take control of your health future.”

Although these companies promise to bring the benefits of personalized medicine to the public, direct to consumer
genetic testing is controversial for some physicians, ethicists and public policy professionals. Questions raised include:
What is the validity of the information being provided? What do we know about the risks and benefits of this form of
testing? Do customers obtain adequate counseling to make informed decisions about pursuing testing and sufficient

support in the interpretation of their results?

In collaboration with the Clinical Genetics Institute (CGI) at Intermountain Health, the Division of Medical Ethics and
Humanities is sponsoring an informal discussion of this emerging technology. Grant Wood, an IT strategist with CGI,
recently obtained his genetic profile through 23 and Me. Grant will relay his experience with testing and share his

results with the participants in our discussion.

For those who wish to prepare beforehand, Grant Wood’s blog can be found at http://exploringmygenes.blogspot.com/.

Two short articles that provide background for this discussion are: “Direct-to-consumer genetic tests: beyond medical
regulation?” by David Magnus, Mildred K. Cho and Robert Cook-Deegan, Genome Medicine 2009, 1:17, and “Direct-
to-consumer genetic tests: flawed and unethical,” The Lancet Oncology, December 2008, Vol.9. Links to these two

articles can be found below and on the DMEH website.

http://medicine.utah.edu/internalmedicine/medicalethics/DTC%20Magnus.pdf

http://medicine.utah.edu/internalmedicine/medicalethics/dtc%20Lancet.pdf
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ETHICS INTERNAL MEDICINE GRAND ROUNDS:

nSWINE FLU AND THE ETHI CS

Presenter: Jim Tabery, PhD
Thursday, August 27, 2009, HSEB 1750 7:45-8:45am

The emergence of the HIN1 swine flu virus has reignited fears of a severe influenza
pandemic. Such an event, depending on the severity of the medical course, could mean that
more patients will require medical attention than can be completely treated in our
hospitals. This would then require the triage of patients. How will hospitals sort patients to
determine priority for treatment? What criteria will be used? Who will develop these
criteria? The Grand Rounds presentation will work through these questions, explicating
how the questions might be answered in quite different manners depending on which
approach to triage and which theory of justice is employed in the process.

If you're interested in tracking the latest information | | If you're interested in current debates over the ethical preparation
on international, national, and local assessments of | [ for and response to an influenza pandemic, these resources are
the HIN1 (swine flu) spread, these sites are helpful: | | helpful:

World Health Organization: o Barr HL et al. (2008), "Ethical Planning for an Influenza
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/en/ Pandemic", Clin Med 8: 49-52.
e Tabery, J and Charles Mackett III (2007), "Ethics of Triage
Center for Disease Control and Prevention: in the Event of an Influenza Pandemic", Disaster Med Public
http:/www.cdc.gov/h1nlflu/ Health Prep 2: 114-118.

e Thomas, JC et al. (2007), "Ethics in an Pandemic: A Survey
of the State Pandemic Influenza Plans", Am J Public Health
97: S26-S31.

e Thompson, AK et al. (2006), "Pandemic Influenza Prepared-
ness: An Ethical Framework to Guide Decision-Making",
BMC Med Ethics 7: 12.

e Torda, A. (2006), "Ethical Issues in Pandemic Planning",
Med J Aust 185: S73-S76.

Utah Dept of Health:
http://health.utah.gov/epi/h1nlflu/

This monthdés humanities select.i
short essay by Rachel Naomi Remen, M.D.:

Dr. Remen is clinical professor of family and community medicine at the University of
California at San Francisco School of Medicine, cofounder and medical director of the
Commonweal Cancer Help Program in Bolinas, California, therapist for more than 20 years for
those with chronic and terminal illness, and a long term survivor of chronic illness herself. She
shares her unique perspectives on healing, loving, and living in the stories found in her
bestseller, Kitchen Table Wisdom andinMy  Gr andf at hfeom @hsch tHsimensh’s delectips is taken. This
story has much to teach us as we seek to creatively and constructively move forward during difficult times. DMEH
program associate, Susan Sample, often includes chapters from Dr. Remen’s writings in her “Writing the Doctor-Patient
Relationship” (Intmed 7992) and Reflective Writing courses.

You can find this selection by checking our website at:
http://medicine.utah.edu/internalmedicine/medicalethics/
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http://medicine.utah.edu/internalmedicine/medicalethics/
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/en/
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/
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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS

*Evening Ethics Discussion 5:30-7:00 pm Tues, Aug 11
ADirect to Consumer Genetic Testing: Has Plersonalli zed
Commander’s House, Fort Douglas Campus
*Resident Ethics Conferences 12-30-1:30 pm
Advance Directives (2008 update):-
UUMC Cartwright Conference room: Leslie Francis, Ph.D., JD and Maureen Henry, JD Wed, Aug 5
VAMC Tsagaris Conference room: Armand Antommaria, M.D., Ph.D Wed, Aug 12
IMC: Jay Jacobson, M.D. Wed, Aug 12
DNAR Orders: Concepts and Skills
UUMC Cartwright Conference room: Jeff Botkin, M.D., M.P.H. and Stephen Beckanich, M.D. Wed, Sept 2
VAMC Tsagaris Conference room: Peggy Battin, Ph.D., MFA and TBA Wed, Sept 9
IMC: Jay Jacobson, M.D Wed, Sept 9
When, How and Why we evaluate Patient Competence
UUMC Cartwright Conference room: Jim Tabery, Ph.D and TBA Wed, Oct 7
VAMC Tsagaris Conference room: Jim Tabery, Ph.D and TBA Wed, Oct 14
IMC: Jay Jacobson, M.D Wed, Oct 14
*The Physicians Literature and Medicine Discussion Group 6:15 pm

Amicus Board Room LDSH
A Re ad er sAflen Roks,lal. and Jay Jacobson, M.D. Wed, Aug 12
Inside the Halo by Maxine Kumin: Susan Sample, M.F.A. Wed, Sept 9
Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw: Mark Matheson, D. Phil Wed, Oct 14
Internal Medicine Ethics Grand Rounds 7:45-8:45 am HSEB 1750
AiSwine FIl u and ’ThneTabky, PhiDcs of Tri age Thurs, Aug 27
Al nteroperabl e EIl ectr oni cinvddtmeatland RecoRig £c andiPatient |THure, Ochldie|r i ¢ a n
Pr i v deslie Brancis, Ph.D., J.D. (tentative date)
Other Activities
Grand Rounds presentation: i Pr oposed Changes t o UMaarderdDHenry®l flued Aug i8sthi p Co
8:00-9:00am HSEB 3513C
Presentation at the Genomic Medicine Discussion Group: Unresolved Legal Issues for Biobanking: Mon, Aug 24
Leslie Francis, Ph.D., J.D 5:15 pm Williams Building room 223A/B
" These activities are approved for CME credit.

CME Statements

Accreditation: The University of Utah School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continu-
ing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

AMA Credit: The University of Utah School of Medicine designates these educational activities for a maximum of
1 or 1.5 AMA PRA Category I Cr e d i tPlfysicars should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of
their participation in the activity.

OEO/AA Statement: The University of Utah does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
disability, age, veteran’s status or sexual orientation and provides access to all of its programs and activities. In-
quiries should be directed to Manager, OEO/AA (801) 581-8365.

ADA: The University of Utah complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments of 2008 and Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act by providing qualified individuals with disabilities access to University programs,
treatment, services, and activities. A request for accommodation can be made by calling (801) 581-7170.
Reasonable prior notice for accommodation requests is required.
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DIVISION MEMBERS ON THE ROAD AND IN PRINT

Leslie Francis, Peggy Battin, Jay Jacobson, and Charles Smith
recently published “Syndromic Surveillance and Patients as Victims
and Vectors,” Journal of Bioethical Inquiry. (June 2009)

Leslie Francis serves as co-chair of the Security, Privacy and

Confidentiality Subcommittee of the National Committee on Vital and Health
Statistics. In June, she co-chaired hearings of the Subcommittee on the privacy and
security of personal health records.

Susan Sample presented two classes on medical humanities this June to the PA
program in the Department of Family and Preventive Medicine: “Whale Song: What
Poetry Teaches Us about Patients’ Journey into Cancer” (based on Ken Brewer’s
posthumous book) and “Unreal Conversations: How Art Speaks to Us When the
Patient Can’t” (based on William Utermohlen’s self-portraits).

Armand Antommaria has been invited to present his work on Donation after Cardiac
Death (DCD) policies at children’s hospitals, which was recently published in JAMA,
at the Pediatric Organ Donation Summit in Chicago, IL.

Peggy Battin will attend the meetings of the European Society for Philosophy of
Medicine and HealthCare (ESPMH) in Tubingen, Germany this August. She is the
only American on the board. In October, she will attend the meetings of the Deutsche
Gesellschaft fur Humanes Sterben in Frankfurt.

Jim Tabery presented at the International Society for the History, Philosophy and
Social Studies of Biology (ISHPSSB) meeting in Brisbane, Australia, in July. He
successfully proposed to have the University of Utah host the next ISHPSSB meeting
in July 2011.
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